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Characteristics of tsunami 

Ø A tsunami can occur in any season, any 
weather condition and at any time of 
the day or night 

Ø Therefore, all coastal areas are at risk 

Ø The height of tsunami wave in deep sea 
is less than 1 m, whereas  near the 
shore it can grow to a height of about 
10 m or more 

Ø The wavelength of the tsunami wave is  
hundreds of km long , ~ 250 km. 

Ø The time period is few minutes to an 
hour 

Ø Its speed is  500 to 1000 km/h in deep 
ocean while it is  about 30 km/h near 
the shore 

Ø The Republic of Mauritius can be 
affected by a Tsunami 

What is tsunami? 

It is one of the most catastrophic It is one of the most catastrophic   
natural phenomena.natural phenomena.  
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T S U N A M I 

Tsunami” is a Japanese word in which “tsu” 
means harbour and “nami” means wave. 
Thus the word means “harbour wave.” 

It is a system of ocean waves  
formed as a result of  
large scale displacement of sea water. 
It is a natural phenomenon. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Each individual should be aware about the  
causes, consequences and preventive      
measures related to tsunami and be ready to 
save lives—the most precious of everything! 
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Causes of Tsunami Generation 
Tsunami can be caused by a Landslide, a Me-
teor or Asteroid fall on the sea, an Underwater 
volcano or an Earthquake. 

One of the most destructive phenomena 
of nature is a severe earthquake and its 
terrible after effects. An earthquake is a 
sudden movement of the Earth, caused by 
the abrupt release of strain that has accu-
mulated over a long time.          

Tectonic plates float on molten lava, they can collide or slip against one another causing an Earth-
quake. If the earthquake occurs under the sea then there is a big risk of a tsunami.  

Tsunami Warning System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving to higher places 

Listening to  
radio, watch-
ing TV for 
latest info on 
tsunami 

Earthquake 

When there is earthquake under the sea, there will be tsunami watch bulletin, then a 
tsunami warning bulletin and finally a tsunami cancellation bulletin. 

Sometimes it is 
preceded by a 
noticeable un-
usual rise or fall 
of coastal waters; 
usually accompa-
nied by a loud 
roar that sounds 
like a train or air-
craft. 

So be very watch-
ful!!! 
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